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The significance of lifting machinery lies in the extent to
which persons (other than the insured's employees) may be in-
jured by its use. There is also the risk of injury to carters and
others engaged in collection or delivery of goods.
Car Parks
Car parks are provided by public authorities for the park-
ing of cars in their areas, and many private firms provide
car parks for the use of their patrons. For example, hotels,
cinemas, and race-course owners provide parking accommoda-
tion. They thus incur certain liabilities to those thereby invited
to make use of the facilities offered.
The precautions taken for the safety of vehicles left on the
premises must be known, the method of supervision in force and
particularly the form of receipt given for the vehicles parked.
The receipts should disclaim all responsibility for accidents of
any kind and no vehicle should be allowed to leave the premises
until the receipt has been delivered to the attendant. Cramped
accommodation increases the risk of accidents and should be
regarded unfavourably. The surveyor should ascertain the
maximum number of cars which can be parked upon the pre-
mises and he should indicate the probable average value of the
vehicles. The surface of the car park gives some indication of
the risk of damage to vehicles on this account. Many claims
for bodily injuries arise from oil left on parking places and the
steps taken to reduce the risk of accidents from this cause should
be noted.
Falling Trees and Branches
When the surveyor inspects premises, whether country estates,
farms, schools or other places where there are growing trees,
he needs to consider the risk of accidents to third parties
occasioned by falling trees or branches. It is necessary to ascer-
tain the type of trees growing on the premises, their age and
whether or not the situation is exposed. It is useful also to
know if trees have fallen in the past, not only on the insured's
premises, but also on surrounding land. The subsoil has some
bearing upon the risk because it may be that chalk is not for
below the surface, so that the roots may not be able to penetrate
to such a depth as to render trees reasonably safe in high winds.
Elm trees are particularly dangerous, from the third party
point of view, not only on account of their habit of shedding
brandies in calm weather, but also because they are not deeply
rooted. There is always the likelihood that internal decay may

